
God’s Unfolding Story

Unfolding 
God’s Story 
for Parents

God’s strength is a 

theme in this unit. God 

used Joshua to lead 

Israel, and He uses 

parents as leaders 

in their homes. We 

can help our children 

learn to be leaders 

by modeling strong 

and loving leadership. 

This is, in part, how 

God’s strength can be 

manifested in our lives.

Ask, “Can you name someone who is a leader?” (pastor, 

teacher, national leader, etc.)

Say, “God uses ordinary people to be leaders.”

Tell the story.  

Bible Story
Joshua – The New Leader (Joshua 1:1-18)

   After Moses died, God knew that the Israelites needed 

a new leader. God wanted to lead His people into the new 

land He had promised. Joshua had been Moses’ helper. 

He also had believed God would help the Israelites take 

the land He’d promised to give them. Moses had taught 

him many things about leading people. Even before Moses 

died, God chose Joshua to be the new leader. God knew he 

would make a great leader. 

   God told Joshua, “Take the people across the Jordan River 

into the land that I want to give them. I will be with you just 

as I was with Moses.” God reminded him to obey the laws 

He had given through Moses. Obeying the laws would help 

all the people—not just Joshua—enjoy a good life in the 

new land. God also said, “Be strong and of good courage, 

do not be afraid, for the Lord your God is with you wherever 

you go” (v. 9).

   Joshua was glad to 

be the new leader. He 

reminded the people 

of God’s promise to 

be with them. Joshua 

told the people to pack 

up their belongings 

because God would 

lead them into the new 

land. 

   The people were 

happy that Joshua was 

their new leader. They 

told him they would 

follow him just as they 

had followed Moses. 

They also echoed 

God’s words when they 

shouted to Joshua, “Be strong and of good courage” (v. 18).

Explain, “God used Joshua to lead his people, but you can 

become a leader by showing your friends the right things to do.

Pray, thanking God for helping His followers to be strong 

leaders.

Activity Suggestion
Play follow the leader.

Perform simple actions that your child or children can imitate. 

These include walking in a circle, touching one’s knees, 

rubbing one’s head, etc. Allow each child to be the leader.

Ask each child to name qualities in a good leader. Write these 

down at the top of a piece of paper. Let the child draw a 

leader at the bottom of the page.
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Parents
Connect 1. God created everything.

2. People disobeyed God.

3. God chose a special people. 

4. God sent Jesus to help us. 

5. Jesus began the Church.

6. Jesus is preparing heaven for us.

Bible Story:  
Joshua – The New 

Leader (Joshua 1:1-18)
Bible Phrase:“Be strong 

and of good courage, do 
not be afraid, for the Lord your 

God is with you wherever you go” 
(Joshua 1:9).

Bible Truth: I can trust God 
to help me be strong and 

courageous.


