
God’s Unfolding Story

Unfolding 
God’s Story 
For Parents

Here is another story of 
how God took care of 
Paul in a very difficult 
situation. Children love 
stories about ships and 
the sea.  Enhance this 
story by using toy boats 
in a pool or tub.

Talk 
with your 

preschooler:
Talk about boats. 
Recall a time that your 
preschooler has seen or 
been on a boat. Explain that the boats of Paul’s time did not 
have motors but used the wind in sails to move across  
the water.
Tell the story.

Bible Story
Paul was Shipwrecked  

(Acts 27:1–28:2)
Paul and his friends were on a boat headed for the city of 
Rome. Paul was on the boat as a prisoner because certain 
people did not want him to preach about Jesus. He was to 
appear before a man called Caesar, the highest authority in 
the land. Caesar would decide whether or not Paul would stay 
in prison.
   As the big ship sailed over the waters, the winds grew very 
strong. The boat rocked back and forth over the water. Finally 
the ship came to a safe place to stop and rest. The captain 
had to decide if they would stay in the harbor or continue to 
sail on. Paul did not think it was a good idea to keep going, 
so he advised the captain, “If we continue to sail, we will not 
be safe. We will lose all we are carrying and maybe even our 
lives!” But the captain did not listen to Paul and decided to 
continue to sail.
   After only a little while, the winds became very strong and 
the waves splashed higher and higher. The boat was almost 

knocked over! For 
many days the men on 
the ship did not see 
the sun or the stars. 
The rain poured down 
heavily and the ship 
rocked back and forth 
on the sea. The men 
threw much of their 
cargo overboard. They 
were very afraid.
   One night an angel 
came to Paul and said, 
“Don’t be afraid, Paul. 
God is going to take 
care of all of you.” Paul 
believed God would 
do as He promised. 

He told the captain and the men what the angel had said. This 
time they listened to Paul and followed the instructions he 
gave to keep them safe. 
   Many days later, the men spotted an island and tried to 
steer the ship so it would not hit the ground and break apart. 
It hit hard against some rocks and sand anyway, and the ship 
was torn into pieces because of the pounding of the waves. 
Even though this happened, all the men made it safely to the 
island. The people on the island showed them kindness; they 
gave them food to eat and made a fire to keep them warm. 
God kept His promise to Paul. The Lord had plans for Paul to 
tell many more people about Jesus.  

Explain, “God still had more important work for Paul to do.  
Even in a great storm, God took care of him.”
Share the verse and talk about ways that we can tell others. 
Pray together.

Activity Suggestion
Use toy boats or folded paper boats to retell the story. 
Let you preschooler tell you the story using his or her own 
boat. Draw pictures of the storm, the sea, and the ship. As 
you work and play together, remind your preschooler that 
God took care of Paul, and God takes care of each of us as 
well.
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Parents
Connect 1. God created everything.

2. People disobeyed God.

3. God chose a special people. 

4. God sent Jesus to help us. 

5. Jesus began the Church.

6. Jesus is preparing heaven for us.

Bible Story: Paul 
was Shipwrecked 
(Acts 27:1–28:2)
Bible Phrase:  

“God who promised is 
faithful”(Hebrews 10:23).
Bible Truth: God always 

keeps His promises.


