
Unfolding God’s Story for Teachers
Please read Joshua 1:1-18. Other than God, Joshua is the main character and 
hero of the book that bears his name. Many scholars believe Joshua himself 
penned much of this book, or that a scribe recorded the words as Joshua dictated. 
Whoever wrote down the words, God is the actual author, for He inspired the writer 
to write. 
   We first saw Joshua in Exodus 17:9 when Moses chose him to lead a battle 
against the Amalekites after the Amalekites had attacked Israel. Later Moses chose 
Joshua, along with 11 others, to spy out the promised land. Joshua became Moses’ 
aide. God used the time the Israelites wandered in the wilderness to prepare 
Joshua for his next assignment. A good leader is a good follower, and Joshua 
learned many lessons on leadership from his mentor. Originally named Hoshea, 
meaning “salvation,” Joshua was renamed by Moses (see Num. 13:16). His new 
name meant “the Lord is salvation” The name change was prophetic. God would 
use Joshua to lead the people to take the promised land, but God Himself would 
be their deliverer and their salvation.
   God chose Joshua to lead. He was commissioned before God and the nation, 
but he still had to take the position. Leading a group of rebellious and stubborn 
people to take possession of the land was a tough job, and Joshua probably was 
around 80 when he took charge. He could have been discouraged and afraid. Four 
times in the first chapter God told him, “Be strong and courageous.” God knew 
the cost and He wanted Joshua to be encouraged. “Be strong and courageous,” 
the Lord said in verse 6, “for you will distribute the land.” There would be battles—
hard ones—but victory was sure. In verse 7, God said, “Above all, be strong 
and courageous to carefully observe the whole instruction My servant Moses 
commanded you.” Joshua would be tempted to go astray, but success would 
come only through obedience. God would be the source of the people’s strength, 

and His word would guide them. Finally, in verse 9 the Lord declared, “Haven’t I 
commanded you: be strong and courageous? Do not be afraid or discouraged, for 
the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.” The secret of Joshua’s success 
would be that God was with him. So, in spite of the river ahead and every giant 
beyond the waters, Moses’ former apprentice took the assignment and prepared 
the people to press on. He knew he could trust God.
   We all face rivers and giants in our circumstances, relationships, fears, habits, 
failures, and sins. Allow God’s words to Joshua to go from your head to your heart. 
Claim His presence. Take your next steps in faith, believing that nothing or no one 

can stand against you as you claim your promised land. 

Old Testament Unit 7: Joshua   Lesson 2: Joshua – The New Leader

1. God created everything.

2. People disobeyed God.

3. God chose a special people. 

4. God sent Jesus to help us. 

5. Jesus began the Church.

6. Jesus is preparing heaven for us.

God’s Unfolding Story
Bible Story:  

Joshua – The New 
Leader (Joshua 1:1-18)

Bible Phrase: “Be strong 
and of good courage, do 
not be afraid, for the Lord 

your God is with you wherever 
you go” (Joshua 1:9).

Bible Truth: I can trust God 
to help me be strong 

and courageous.

Arrival
• Greet children at eye level and express how happy 

you are to see them.
• Be sure each child has a name tag and the security 

measures of your church are followed.
• Label all coats and personal belongings. Strongly 

encourage children who have brought items from 
home, such as toys and books, to place them on a 
shelf while they are working with other materials. 
Assure children their items will be safe and they 
can take them home at the end of the session.

• Help each child make a choice where he or she 
would like to begin his or her Center Time.

Hour A

Lesson Plan

Suggested  
Schedule:   

Arrival
Centers – 25 minutes

Clean-up Time – 5 minutes

Bible Story Time – 15 minutes

Craft Time – 10 minutes 

Snack Time – 10 minutes

Game Time/Dismissal
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Center Time

Home Living Center: 
Role Play
Supplies:

• Small rocking chair, sink and 
stove unit and small table and 
chairs; plastic dishes, child pots and 
pans; pretend food items; doll, doll 
bed, and doll accessories
What to Do: Home living items naturally 
encourage children to act out roles and 
activities they observe at home. 
Link to the Bible Story: As preschoolers 
pretend and act out roles they observe 
at home and in other places, look for 
opportunities to share the Bible Phrase, 
Bible truth, or a portion of the Bible story.  

Art Center: 
Marble or Golf Ball Paint

Supplies:

• White construction paper
• Plastic dishpans or several empty shoeboxes 

• Marbles or four golf balls
• Washable tempera paint

What to Do: Cut paper to fit the bottom of the containers. 
Print today’s Bible Phrase on each paper. Invite preschoolers 

to choose several colors of paint. Squeeze quarter-size dollops of 
paint in the center of each paper. Toss in the marbles or golf balls. 
Tell children to gently move their containers side to side and up 

and down so the balls roll over the paint and make a design.
Link to the Bible Story: As preschoolers work, talk about the 

Bible story for today. Express that God was ready for the 
Israelites to move into the land He had promised to 

give them. God chose Joshua to lead them into 
the land. God told Joshua “Be strong and of 

good courage, do not be afraid, for the Lord 
your God is with you wherever you go” 

Joshua 1:9. 

Bible Learning Center: 
Matching Activity

Supplies: 
• Copies of Activity Page: Matching, 

“Match the Shape Patterns” (Reproducible)
• Washable markers or crayons

What to Do: Preschoolers look at the shape 
patterns on the left and draw a line to the 

matching shape pattern on the right. 
Link to the Bible Story: As children make 

matches, say the Bible Phrase. Express that 
God chose Joshua to be the new leader after 

Moses died, and God wanted Joshua to be 
strong and courageous. 

Block Center: 
Build with Blocks

Supplies:

• Wooden blocks
What to Do: Provide a small carpet if 

possible. Blocks are best located in a 
corner of the room away from the traffic 

flow. 
Link to the Bible Story: As preschoolers 

build with blocks, use teachable moments 
to share the Bible Phrase, Bible truth, or a 
portion of the Bible story. 
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Puzzle Center: 
Work Puzzles
Supplies:

• Offer a variety of non-fantasy 
wooden or cardboard puzzles for 
children to work.
What to Do: Invite preschoolers to work 
puzzles. Encourage children to finish 
puzzles before leaving the center. Give 
guidance rather than working the puzzle for 
the child. 
Link to the Bible Story: As children work, 
look for opportunities in conversation to 
say the Bible phrase or to briefly tell 
the Bible story.
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Clean-up Time

Introduction
• Show the God’s Unfolding Story Cube. 
Express to the boys and girls that even 
though we find many stories in the Bible, the 
Bible really tells one big story, and all the little 
stories are a part of the big one we can call 
God’s Unfolding Story. Tell children that each 
picture represents a part of God’s Unfolding 
Story. Turn the cube and talk about each 
part of the story. (Refer to page 1.) Express 
that every story from the Bible is from one 
of these main parts in God’s Unfolding Story. 
Today’s story is from the third part, God 
chose a special people.

• Express the following in your own words. 
“Last week we learned about the Israelites 
spying out the land that God said He would 
give them.  Most of the men said they were 
afraid to try to take the land because of the 
size of the people and the strength of their 
cities. Only Caleb and Joshua believed that 
God would help them. The people chose not 
to go into the land. God was very sad that 
His people did not trust Him to help them 
take the land. Because they disobeyed, the 
Israelites wandered in the desert for 40 years. 
That is a very long time! Moses was their 
leader during that time, but as the years 
passed he grew older. One day Moses 
died and went to heaven to be with God. 
The people were sad that their leader was 
gone, but God had chosen a new leader. 
Listen to find out whom God had picked.”

Bible Story
Joshua – The New Leader (Joshua 1:1-18)
   After Moses died, God knew that the 
Israelites needed a new leader. God wanted 
to lead His people into the new land He had 
promised. Joshua had been Moses’ helper. 
He also had believed God would help the 
Israelites take the land He’d promised to 
give them. Moses had taught him many 
things about leading people. Even before 
Moses died, God chose Joshua to be the 
new leader. God knew he would make a 
great leader. 
   God told Joshua, “Take the people across 
the Jordan River into the land that I want 
to give them. I will be with you just as I was 
with Moses.” God reminded him to obey the 
laws He had given through Moses. Obeying 
the laws would help all the people—not 

just Joshua—enjoy a good life in the new 
land. God also said, “Be strong and of good 
courage, do not be afraid, for the Lord your 
God is with you wherever you go” (v. 9).
   Joshua was glad to be the new leader. He 
reminded the people of God’s promise to be 
with them. Joshua told the people to pack 
up their belongings because God would lead 
them into the new land. 
   The people were happy that Joshua was 
their new leader. They told him they would 
follow him just as they had followed Moses. 
They also echoed God’s words when they 
shouted to Joshua, “Be strong and of good 
courage” (v. 18).

Talk Time
1. Show the teaching picture for today’s Bible 

story. Review by using these or similar 
questions. “Why do you think God chose 
Joshua to be the new leader? Who would 
always be with Joshua as he led the people? 
What did God ask Joshua to remember and 
to remind the people? Do you think Joshua 
made a good leader?”

2. Read the Bible phrase on the teaching 
picture. Say the phrase together, “Be strong 
and of good courage, do not be afraid, for 
the Lord your God is with you wherever you 
go” (Joshua 1:9). Express to children that 
Joshua knew God would help him be strong 
and courageous even when he and the 
people encountered things that could make 
them afraid. 

3. Close the Bible Story Time by inviting 
children to join you in prayer. Ask God to 
help each person trust Him to be strong and 
courageous, even when he or she is tempted 
to be afraid.

Bible Story 
Time

Supplies:  • Bible
• Teaching Picture “Joshua 

– The New Leader” 
(Reproducible)

• God’s Unfolding Story Cube 
(Reproducible/Cardstock) 

Encourage 
preschoolers to 

help at clean-up time. 
Assign specific tasks for 

preschoolers to do such as 
placing all the crayons in the 

basket, throwing away the trash, 
gathering all the glue sticks, 

etc. Guide children to the 
Bible Story Time area. 



Snack Time
Be sure to wash hands or use 
hand sanitizer. Say a thank-you 
prayer to God for the snack. 
When snack time has ended,  
encourage preschoolers to 
help with cleaning up.

Game Time / Dismissal 
Follow the Leader
What to Do: Express to children you will play a game called “Follow the Leader.” 
Demonstrate the following motions for children to imitate:
• Do jumping jacks
•  Touch elbows, knees, 

and toes
• Clap hands
• Skip

• Fly like an airplane
• Hop
•  Lean to the left, lean to 

the right
• March around the room

•  Touch each foot with the 
opposite hand

•  Sit down with hands in 
your lap

If time permits choose a child to be a leader.
   Comment to children that to play the game, it was important to follow the 
teacher’s instructions. Explain that in today’s Bible story the people agreed to 
follow Joshua just as they had followed Moses. Say the Bible Phrase together, “Be 
strong and of good courage, do not be afraid, for the Lord your God is with you 
wherever you go” Joshua 1:9.
Dismiss children as parents arrive. Be sure to follow the security procedures of 
your church.
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Craft Time: Be Strong Necklace
Supplies: 
• Copies of “Be Strong Necklace” 
(Reproducible, 1 copy for every 4 
children, cardstock recommended)

• Crayons or markers
• Plastic beads
• Yarn, hole punch

What to Do: Cut out each necklace piece and punch a hole where indicated. 
String necklace piece on an 18” length of yarn. Invite preschoolers to string 
beads on either side of the necklace piece. When stringing is complete, knot 
the ends of each necklace. Suggest to preschoolers to color their necklace 
pieces and write their names on the lines provided.  
Link to the Bible Story: Review the Bible Phrase with the children. Ask the 
child to say today’s Bible Phrase, “Be strong and of good courage” Joshua 
1:9. Talk about times when strength and courage are needed. Here are 
some possibilities: sleeping in one’s own bed at night; recovering from an 
illness; going to the dentist; getting shots; moving to a new city; going to a 
new school. Express that each necklace can be a reminder to be strong and 
courageous. 
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Resources and Supplies
Standard Art Supplies

(Supplies that are generally in the room) 

Washable markers
Crayons

Child scissors
Playdough and accessories

Drawing paper
Easel (optional)
Glue/glue sticks

Tempera paint, 4 colors
Tape/masking tape

Pencils/colored pencils
Hole punch

Teacher scissors
Stapler/staples

Permanent markers
Watercolors
Paintbrushes

Yarn

Standard Equipment

(Equipment that is generally in the room) 

Bible
Small beanbag for Bible Story Time

Assorted wooden/cardboard puzzles
Set of wooden blocks
Small cars and trucks

Doll bed
Baby doll (soft plastic) 

Stove/sink unit
Play dishes/pots and pans

Small table and chairs
Small carpet for block area

Play food items
Storage shelf for blocks

Tables and chairs for art, puzzles,  
and Bible Learning Center

CD player/Children’s Worship CDs

Reproducibles
(Included with the lesson plan downloads)

Activity Page: Matching, “Match the Shape Patterns” (1 copy per child)
“Be Strong Necklace” (1 copy for every 4 children, cardstock recommended)

Teaching Picture: “Joshua – The New Leader” (1 copy per class)
God’s Unfolding Story Cube (Cardstock—1 copy per class)

Parent Page (1 copy per child)
Coloring Page, “Joshua – The New Leader”

Additional Art Materials 
White construction paper

Marbles or Golf balls – (2-4 each)
Plastic tub or shoebox

Additional Craft Materials
Plastic beads for stringing on a necklace
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Be strong

and of good courage.  
Joshua 1:9Be strong

and of good courage.  
Joshua 1:9Be strong

and of good courage.  
Joshua 1:9

Be strong and of good courage.  
Joshua 1:9

Activity page: Matching, “Match the Shape Patterns”
Instructions: One copy per child. Draw a line from the 
shape pattern on the left to the matching one on the right.
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Be strong and of 

good courage. 

Joshua 1:9

Name

Be strong and of 

good courage. 

Joshua 1:9

Name

Be strong and of 

good courage. 

Joshua 1:9

Name

Be strong and of 

good courage. 

Joshua 1:9

Name

Be strong and of 

good courage. 

Joshua 1:9

Name

Be strong and of 

good courage. 

Joshua 1:9

Name

Craft: “Be Strong Necklace” 
Instructions: Copy 1 for every 6 children, cardstock 
recommended. Cut out the tags for the necklace and 
punch a hole where indicated. Color the tag and string on 
a piece of yarn along with several beads.
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God’s Unfolding Story Cube
Instructions: Cut out on dotted 
lines, fold on solid lines. Glue or 
tape to form a cube.
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Coloring Page
Joshua – The New Leader

Be strong and of good courage, do not be afraid, for the 
Lord your God is with you wherever you go. Joshua 1:9


